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of the Byzantine dominion a new Greco-Slav realm,
of which he himself would be the head.

He lost no time in setting about his plan. " The

thirty years' peace between Bulgaria and the Greeks

now came to an end.    Simeon  found a convenient

pretext   for war  in   a   commercial   question,   which

shows that in those days the trade of Bulgaria was

considerable.     The  Emperor  Leo   the   Philosopher

had granted a monopoly of the Bulgarian markets

to two  Greek  merchants,  who  levied   heavy  dues

upon all the native industries.     Simeon, unable to

obtain redress, declared war.     The  feeble Leo was

taken at a disadvantage.   Simeon routed his armies,

and contemptuously restored the Greek prisoners to

their sovereign with their noses cut off.   The Emperor

now summoned  to his  aid the  Magyars, who  had

become near neighbours of the Bulgarians since their

entry into the eastern part of what is now Roumania.

These fierce  auxiliaries  under  their   leader  ArpAd

crossed  the   Danube, which   had  hitherto   divided

them from  the  Bulgarians, and   forced  Simeon to

retire to Silistria, while they ravaged the country as

far as his residence at Preslav on the northern slopes

of the Balkans.    On their return march, however, the

Bulgarian prince fell upon them and defeated them.

In order to prevent further Magyar invasions, he took

advantage of their absence on a Western campaign

to carry off or butcher their wives and little ones,

whom they had left behind.     Finding  their  Bess-

arabian home desolate, the Magyars wandered once

more westward to found the kingdom of Hungary.

Simeon  by a  timely victory secured  peace with